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A NOTE TO THE READER

The Henry Stevens microfilm project is now done. The
filming is complete, and so is the guide. For the first time over
60,000 documents originally gathered by Henry Stevens, Sr. of
Barnet, Vt. are now readily available to researchers in Vermont
and New York. The dream of repatriating this last great
collection of Vermont’s most critical papers has been fulfilled.

How appropriate that the Stevens Collection becomes
available as Vermont prepares for its statehood bicentennial in
1991, The Stevens Collection opens the way for greater
understanding of the struggle that produced Vermont and of the
early social and economic development of the State as well.
While some of the series described in this guide have received
limited use, the majority have received no scholarly attention.

We may bemoan the loss of many of the original
manuscripts in the New York State Capitol fire of 1911, but we
must also celebrate all that has survived.

We need to recognize the professionalism and interest that
made this cooperative project possible. We are grateful to the
Preservation Program of the National Endowment for the
Humanities for helping fund the project. The willingness of Jim
Corsaro of the New York State Library to view the value of the
Collection beyond his own institutional interests made this project
possible, The hard work of the members of the Vermont State
Archives staff, notably Eleazer Durfee’s diligence, and D. Gregory
Sanford’s leadership, brought this project to fruition.

The interest and ability of the archivists involved have
made this Collection accessible to you. I await the products you
will fashion from their efforts.

James H. Douglas

Secretary of State
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PREFACE

Writing in February 1863 to his friend Peter Force,
another avid collector of documents and compiler of the
multi-volume American Archives, Henry Stevens, Sr., then 71
years old, summarized his own accomplishments as a collector.

. when the Vermont State House January 7th
AD 1857 was burnt I lost many Antiquarian
documents. I had collected and deposited in rooms
assigned me by the Assembly 1186 vols. of News
Papers from AD 1741 to AD 1852 these were all
burnt except 26 vols. 7486 pamphlets 7594
manuscript letters arranged to be bound into
volumes near 800 volumes of bound books Many
old maps &c However I started anew I have now
about 6000 volumes of bound books not far from
8000 pamphlets, of Manuscript papers from 1641,
down to 1856....

Among the volumes I have 12 volumes of
the Allen family papers Copies of letters sent
abroad they retained also letters received to which
I am now making an index. I have frequently
thought of you when arranging old letters during
the French and Revolutionary Wars. I am in hopes
of living untill I get all my manuscripts Bound into
volumes and an Index completed. I have collected
not far from 800 volumes of News Papers have got
96 volumes bound but very few volumes previous
to 1800. None in the original. Correspondence of
the Green Mountain Boys with General Haldimand
and his Agents during the Revolutionary War was
burntup in the State House.

Active as a collector to the end of his days (he died in
1867), Stevens concluded the letter by adding that "I am in hopes
of going once more to Washington on Antiguarian Business."
Just over a decade later, in September 1874, Henry A. Homes,
director of the New York State Library at Albany, wrote Hiland
Hall, former Governor of Vermont (1858-60) and Henry Stevens’s
successor as president of the Vermont Historical Society
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(1859-67). In his eight-page letter, Homes provided a partial
inventory of the Henry Stevens collection, purchased for $2,000
from Henry’s sons, Henry Jr. and Simon, after the Vermont
legislature failed to agree on a price for the papers. The
collection at that time consisted of 283 volumes of newspapers,
pamphlets, documents and papers--both in the original manuscript
and in copies made by Henry Sr. himself and at least three of his
children. Homes’s informal "synopsis" for Hiland Hall was as
close as the New York State Library ever came to producing a
comprehensive list of the treasure they secured in the early
1870s. His letter gives us another tantalizing glimpse of Henry
Sr.’s industriousness, the scope and catholicity of his
interests. .

Homes estimated that there were a total of 33,900 items
or 60,000 "separate articles," most of them dating between 1775
and 1850, with some as old as 1676. They included such
especially significant collections as Governor Isaac Tichenor’s
papers from 1795 to 1800; Ira Allen’s papers; letters on the
French and Indian War; Governor Silas Jenison’s papers on the
Canadian rebellion of 1838-40 and his official and private papers
from 1830 to 1843; other papers on the Patriote rebellion; a
Bunker Hill orderly book, 1775; public and private papers of
lawyers, businessmen and officials of the states of New York,
Connecticut, and Vermont.  Correspondance in Stevens’s
collections included most of the important names of theé American
Revolution and Vermont’s two-decade struggle for separation
from New York, recognition as an independent republic, and
acceptance as one of the states of the United States of America.

Taken as a whole, therefore, the Henry Stevens papers
promise a broad view of politics, commerce, and social life in
northern New England in the century that saw the passage from
colonial status to independence and the emergence of a
distinctively American culture and society. Although badly
damaged by fire in 1857 in Vermont and again in 1911 in New
York, what remains of the papers continues to provide answers
to a broad range of historical questions in early American history.
Possessed of an apparently indefatigable energy and persistence
as a collector and copier, Henry Stevens and his work reflect
also the habits of mind and issues of the early republic.

Like many of his generation, Stevens noted with concern
the passing of the generation that had made the American
Revolution. In part, therefore, his collections were intended to
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provide the resources that would preserve the memory of
independence from Britain, the creation of a new nation, and
the creation of his native state, whose tumultuous history and
ambiguous status were unique in the early republic.

The era in which Stevens did most of his collecting, the
1820s through 1840s, was one of rapid change in Vermont and
in the nation. After a period of dramatic economic and
population growth following the Revolution, War of 1812, and
“Bra of Good Feelings," both the state and the nation found
themselves in the 1830s drifting into economic slowdown and
sectional strife. Looking inward, Americans shared a common
reverance for the generation of revolutionaries, but faced
dilemmas born of an increasingly factionalized political society
divided over questions of slavery and abolition, industrial and
agricultural development, continental expansion and internal
development of roads, canals, and railways, national identity
and local or regional allegiance. These divisions had been
born with the very origins of the colonies and lurked in the
background during the years of colonial wars, resistence to
British rule, and the early federal period. But they had been
submerged by the struggle for independence and masked
behind the enthusiasm of the post-war years.

Looking  outward, Americans, including  several
Vermonters, witnessed, encouraged, and participated in
nationalist movements and democratic rebellions close to home
and worldwide: in Lower Canada, France, Germany, Italy,
Greece, and Spanish America. These international echos of
their own revolution provided Americans yet another impetus
and rationale for reexamining the meaning and relevance of
their own colonial past, war for independence, and democratic
institutions.

Thus, in a turbulent world at home and abroad,
Americans began systematically to examine the relationships
between individuals and community, the definition and
operation of democracy, and their implications for domestic
and foreign affairs. At the modest level of collecting and
copying the documents of colonial America through its
mid-nineteenth century controversies, Henry Stevens, Sr.--who
was bom in the year that Vermont became a state and lived to
see the Civil War fought and concluded--pursued the same
questions that his intellectually bolder contemporaries, such as
Francis Parkman and Alexis de Tocqueville, grappled with in
their more thorough accounts of American history, culture, and
institutions.
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Stevens rarely claimed more for himself than the title and
function of antiquarian. His many letters to Peter Force, for
example, speak of indexes to his volumes of documents,
pamphlets, newspapers, letters, and papers. His own published
works, however, are few and narrow in scope. He was a man of
affairs--a  farmer, inn keeper, turnpike proprietor, briefly a
representative of his native town of Barnet in the Vermont
Legislature--not a man of letters. Even within the context of the
Vermont Historical Society, the organization he helped found in
1838, he did not take a leading role in publishing original
monographs. He busied himself with collecting, transcribing,
indexing, and organizing documentary materials and left to others
the task of mining them for orations, monographs, and broadly
interpretive stories and histories of Vermont and the young
nation.

It was a rich mine in the mid-nineteenth century. It
remains a rich mine in the late twentieth century. As we
re-examine Henry Stevens’s legacy in the remains of papers he
collected and copied, we find materials for a broad range of
historical studies of politics, economy, and society. Some of
these studies Stevens and his contemporaries would surely have
undertaken for themselves. Embroiled in controversies about
society and economic institutions that peppered the Jacksonian
era, they would have found here the resources for producing more
of the pamphlets and broadsides that Stevens himself was so fond
of collecting.

Embedded in this collection too are materials for studies
that nineteenth-century scholars and pamphleteers would have
hardly thought to ask or answer: questions about small
commercial enterprises as well as major trading operations, social
connections, careers, and family histories. This is the material
of modern historiography, allowing us to fill the interstices of the
grand historical narratives of an earlier generation, expand the
scope of our historical knowledge, verify and revise what we
already know of Vermont and the United States from the middle
of the eighteenth to the middle of the nineteenth centuries. The
task of arranging, preserving, and microfilming the Henry Stevens
Papers, undertaken by the Vermont State Archives in cooperation
with the New York State Library, thus constitutes a major
contribution to scholarship. Added to what we already had from
the Stevens collections in repositories such as his own Vermont
Historical Society and the Wilbur Collection at the Baily/Howe
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Library at the University of Vermont, we can now look forward
to the publication of new studies of the first century of American
history and a broader vision of the past that simultaneously
inspired and troubled our nineteenth-century predecessors.

Michael Sherman

Director
Vermont Historical Society
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Aftermath of 1911 fire. (photo courtesy of the New York State
Library)



INTRODUCTION

During the early morning hours of March 29, 1911 a
fire was discovered in the New York State Capitol. Before
help could arrive the fire spread to the rooms containing the
State Library, By four a.m., the fire was so intense that
charred fragments of books and manuscripts shot into the air
eventually raining down over a twenty mile radius.

These fragments, many of which were gathered by
souvenir hunters, presaged the disaster within the Library. As
heartbreaking as the loss of 450,000 books was, at least most
could be replaced. Gone forever were some 270,000
irreplaceable manuscripts, many dating back to early colonial
times.

Among the casualties were most of the papers of
Governor George Clinton and Sir William Johnson, seven
boxes of Indian treaties dating from 1788 to 1822, and the
letters of Sir Jeffrey Amherst. Lost also was a significant
portion of the Henry Stevens, Sr. Papers.

The Papers were, in reality, a series of collections
gathered by Henry Stevens, Sr. of Bamet, Vermont. While
Stevens had wide collecting interests, the majority of his
collection related to the creation and early development of
Vermont,

In the aftermath of the fire the surviving Stevens
manuscripts were dried, wrapped in bundles, and then largely
neglected. During the 1920’s, Vermont historian James B.
Wilbur went through the Collection, photostating documents
important to his biography of Ira Allen. It was not until 1978
that an inventory was created for the Collection and some of
the manuscripts encapsulated.

Despite occasional forays into the material by
researchers, the Collection remained largely inaccessible
because of the fragility of the manuscripts. Then in 1985 Jim
Corsaro of the New York State Library and Gregory Sanford
of the Vermont State Archives began discussing ways to make
the Collection more accessible.

The willingness of both institutions to seek a cooperative
solution resulted in a successful grant proposal to the National
Endowment for the Humanities Preservation Program. The
Collection was transfered to Vermont to be arranged, described,
and microfilmed.



Thanks to the NEH grant the Stevens Collection is now
preserved on microfilm allowing regular research use. A more
detailed description of the Collection is also available. Both
repositories have copies of the microfilm, while the bulk of the
original manuscripts remain at the Vermont State Archives.
This guide is one of the ways we hope to alert potential
researchers to the incredible range of information held in the
Stevens Collection.

THE COLLECTION

Henry Stevens, Sr. was bom in 1791 in Barnet, Vt.
The Stevens family were among the largest landowners in the
town and prominent in local politics and business. Henry
managed the family inn and farm. In 1811 he became one of
the chief proprietors of the Passumsic Turnpike, part of the
direct route from Boston to Quebec. Henry also served as
Barnet’s postmaster and held such local posts as town
moderator, selectman, and lister, In 1826 and 1827 Stevens
was elected as Bamnet’s representative to the Vermont House.

Despite Henry’s myriad business and political
commitments, his main interest was history and he spent the
major portion of his life collecting or transcribing historical
documents. In 1838 Stevens was one of the incorporators of
the Vermont Historical and Antiquarian Society and served as
its first president. He worked closely with Peter Force,
collecting or transcribing records to be included in Force’s nine
volume American Archives. In this work Stevens was aided by
his sons, notably Henry, Jr. and Benjamin Franklin,!

In 1841 the Vermont Legislature passed a joint
resolution calling for an investigation to see if the federal
government owed Vermont money for expenses incurred during
the American Revolution. Governor Charles Paine appointed
Stevens to gather documentary evidence to support Vermont’s

'Henry, Jr. became a major collector and book dealer in his own right. Through
his dealings with John Carter Brown and James Lenox, Henry, Jr. helped create two of
the largest collections of Americana in the United States: the John Carter Brown
Library at Brown University and the New York Public Library. He also contributed to
the collections of the Library of Congress, including the papers of Benjamin Franklin,
He founded the London firm of Henry Stevens, Son and Stiles. His brother, Benjamin
Franklin Stevens was also a noted London bookdealer, forming the firm B.E. Stevens
and Brown.



claim,

Stevens approached this project with enthusiasm. Over
the next two years he visited the state archives of New York,
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, and traveled
to Washington, D.C. to view documents held by the federal
government. He also collected or transcribed relevant
documents in private collections.

Based on the information and documents Stevens
collected, the 1844 Legislature decided not to pursue the
claims against the federal government. The Legislature did,
however, recognize the value of the material gathered by
Stevens. A committee of the 1844 Legislature noted that
“..Mr. Stevens is entitled to great credit for the zest, industry
and skill with which he has pursued his inquiries, and that
both the interest and honor of the State would be promoted by
the acceptance and preservation of the collection he has
made."?

The State’s interest in preserving its documentary
heritage stemmed in part from similar efforts by other states.
What was particularly galling to Vermont was that New York
had already embarked on such a program and had begun
publishing compilations of historical documents.  Vermont,
which had bitterly fought New York in order to maintain its
independence, did not figure well in these New York volumes.
As the Vermont legislative committee noted, “The revolutionary
documents and papers of New-York are tinged with a high
coloring of suspicion and distrust of the patriotism of our
ancestors...."  The New York compilations suggested that
Vermont’s "patriotic revolutionary leaders" engaged in treason.’

There was nothing like the whiff of Yorker intrigue to
loosen legislative purse strings. The committee recommended
that a small sum of money be appropriated over the course of
several years to allow for the collection of interesting papers,
“connected with our early history."

Stevens was the logical choice to do the collecting.
The 1846 Legislature followed this initiative by authorizing a
committee to examine the documents gathered by Stevens and,

%Journal of the Vermont House of Representatives, 1844, pp. 236-237.

*Ibid., 237.



if appropriate, purchase the collection.

From 1846 to 1856 the government supported Stevens’s
collecting activities. Manuscripts collected by Stevens became
the first forty-two volumes of the Manuscript Vermont State
Papers which are still held by the State Archives. He also
provided the State with volumes of transcripts of Ethan Allen
letters and other documents relating to Vermont’s early history.

Everything did not go smoothly, however. Stevens did
not always feel his expenses were adequately covered by the
State. The legislature objected to the practice of authorizing
the governor to make the purchases. And, most importantly,
disagreements arose over which documents belonged to the
State and which to Stevens. The disagreement centered on the
papers of the surveyors general.*

By 1856 Stevens was barred from carrying "any books,
papers or documents from the State House until such times as
the State of Vermont and the said Henry Stevens shall make a
full settlement of the matters in controversy."> Stevens was
restricted in his use of the records at the Secretary of State’s
office and at the State Library and the Auditor of Accounts
was instructed to begin a law suit if a settlement was not
reached.

Fortunately Stevens did not return the surveyors general
papers for on the night of January 7, 1857, the Vermont State
House burned. Though the forty-two Manuscript Vermont
State Papers survived, much of the material collected by
Stevens was lost.

Undeterred, Stevens started anew. Well, not quite
anew, since we know that the surveyors general papers were
part of this new collection. Stevens continued to collect
manuscripts until illness overtook him in 1865. He died on
July 30, 1867 in Barmnet. Henry, Jr., wrote that his father died
"at the age of seventy-five, leaving his house full of books and
historical manuscripts, the delight of his youth, the companions

*The office of the surveyor general (1779-1838) was responsible for laying out
town boundaries and fulfilling other Slate surveying responsibilities.

$Journal of the Vermont Senate, 1856, p. 227. Sec also, Laws of Vermont, 1856,
p. 110.



of his manhood, and the solace of his old age."®

Henry’s heirs put the library and manuscripts up for
auction. Henry, Jr. catalogued the library for the auction,
publishing the catalogue as the Bibliotheca Historica in 1870.

Some time after Henry’s death the manuscripts were
sent to Henry, Jr. in London. The British Museum’s offer of
1,000 pounds for the manuscripts was refused and in 1872 the
Collection was returned to Vermont.  Simon, another of
Henry's sons, then offered the manuscripts to the state of
Vermont. Although a committee appointed by Governor John
W. Stewart urged that the Collection be purchased, no action
was taken.

The Collection was offered next to the New York State
Library, which showed interest. Sometime in 1874, however,
it appears that the Collection was returned to London. Finally,
in 1875, the New York State Library purchased the Collection.

Once in Albany, the manuscripts did not receive
immediate attention. The Library’s 1899 report noted that the
Collection "was not yet arranged." In 1902 a re-survey of the
New York-Vermont boundary brought researchers to the
Collection. In that year the papers of the surveyors general,
which were still part of the Stevens Collection, were returned
to Vermont.

We may never know the scope of the entire Collection
nor what was lost in the 1911 fire. Our best sense of the pre-
fire Collection comes from a September 15, 1874 letter from
Henry A. Homes, the New York State Librarian, to Hiland
Hall/

Homes estimated that the Collection consisted of 34,000
“papers."®*  He noted that “there is hardly a senator or
representative in Congress from Vermont, or a governor of the

6Quoted Wyman Parker, Henry Stevens of Vermont: American Rare Book Dealer
in London, 1845-1886, Israel, Amersterdam, 1963, p. 21.

"Henry A. Homes to Hiland Hall, September 15, 1872, Stevens Papers, Vermont
Historical Society,

$Homes estimated that cighty-seven volumes contained approximately 250 papers
each, while seventy-five volumes averaged about 150 papers each. Apparently not all
the manuscripts were contained in volumes.



State from the commencement or other person of distinction
within the State, but that his name may be found signed to
some one of the documents among these papers.”

Since the Homes letter is our best source on what the
Collection contained, we provide a lengthy excerpt:

"Of the special collections of papers, I will
enumerate, (1) Governor Tichenor’s papers from
1795 to 1800; (2), Ira Allen’s papers, seven or
eight volumes; (3), Letters on the French War;
(4), Governor Jenison’s papers on the Canadian
Rebellion of 1839-40; (5), Maj. Gen. Wool’s
papers on the same rebellion (copies); (6), a
Bunker Hill orderly book, 1775; (7), official and
private papers of Gov. Jenison from 1830 to
1843, 11 volumes; (8), Judge Jonathan H.
Hubbard’s papers from 1811 to 1830, in eleven
volumes; (9), Judge Heman Allen papers from
1773 to 1830, in ten volumes; (10), Col. A.W.
Hyde’s papers, collector of the port of
Burlington, 1825-1844, in seventeen volumes....

Of special topics frequently mentioned in
the papers and documents, I would mention, the
Susquehannah lands; Mss collections for a life of
Ethan Allen; the Trinity Church property..New
York City; Cumberland County, New York;
Vermont Surveyor General’s papers from 1790 to
1805, containing plots of towns and the names
of owners of the lands; Vermont papers of the
War of 1812; Connecticut papers regarding New
London, Groton and other towns; and especially
letters and papers regarding the difficulties or
questions of jurisdiction between Vermont and
New York over the territory embraced in the
New Hampshire Grants.

Among the letters in the. volumes I
noticed one and generally more than one from
such persons as the following: Ethan Allen, Ira
Allen, Heman Allen, the Averys, Gov. Tichenor,
Gov. Chittenden, Gov. Jenison, Matthew Lyon,
Gov.  Trumbull, Joel Barlow, Jeremiah
Wadsworth, Pres. Styles, Pres. Dwight, Gen.
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Israel Putnam, Gov. G. Clinton, G. Verplanck,
Philip Livingston, Rufus King, Gov. Tryon, U.
Hay, J. Cuyler, Comd. Cuyler, Cadwalader
Colden, Rev. Sam. Peters, the Lansings, the Van
Vlecks, Alex. Hamilton, Timothy Pickering,
Oliver Patridge, Timothy Woodbridge, Ephraim
Williams, Samuel Eliot, Capt. Robert Rogers,
Gov, Gilman, Isaac Hill, Gen. Gage, Thomas
Paine, Gilbert Wakefield, Crevecoeur St. John--
besides many others not noted by me."

By comparing the descriptions in the guide to Homes’s
list, a sense of what was lost in 1911 emerges. In some cases,
such as the Gov. Silas Jenison papers on the Canadian
Rebellion of 1839-40, Maj. General Wool’s correspondence on
the same Rebellion, and the Bunker Hill orderly book, the
records were apparently completely destroyed. In other cases,
such as the eleven volumes of Gov. Jenison’s papers, the series
was severely reduced by the fire. Many of the individual
correspondents listed by Homes are no longer found among the
papers, including Thomas Paine, Timothy Pickering, and
Alexander Hamilton. Twenty "volumes in print, rare ones,
relating chiefly to early Vermont history” are no longer to be
found.

Homes’s list was not exhaustive, since he does not
mention the papers of the Timothy Follett--a major series
within the surviving Collection--or other individuals whose
papers we identified. We will never know with certainty what
was lost in the fire.

The collecting impulse that drove Stevens deserves
scholarly attention, not only to place Stevens within the context
of the other great collectors of the day, but also to better
understand the range of material collected. Obviously Stevens
particular interest was documenting Vermont’s struggle for
independence and statehood. His work for the Vermont
legislature and for Peter Force helped support this interest.

We have some clues to why certain manuscripts were
collected. We know, for example, that Henry, Sr. and Jr. were
interested in the French and Indian War, perhaps because their
ancestor Phineas Stevens played a notable role in the conflict.
At one point Henry, Jr. began collecting material on the war
for a history but abandoned his plans because of Francis
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Parkman’s work on the same subject. At least some of the
French and Indian material remains in the Collection.

Henry, Jr worked on a biography of Ezra Stiles, Sr. for
Jared Spark’s The Library of American Biography. There are
still a small number of Stiles manuscripts in Stevens though
most relate to Ezra Stiles, Jr.

The inter-relationships among the surviving series of the
Stevens Collection are interesting and may suggest how Henry
acquired some of the manuscripts. Many of the series are
connected through family ties. Ezra Stiles, Jr. for example,
married Samuel Avery’s daughter, Sybil. Archibald Hyde’s
sister Catherine, married B.F. Bailey. Their daughter married
Timothy Follett’s son, Louis. Jonathan H. Hubbard was a
cousin of Stevens.

Business and institutional ties are important as well.
U.S. Custom House officials are represented in several series
including James and Zoraster Fisk, A.W. Hyde, C. P. Van
Ness, and C. K. Williams. Lake Champlain commerce
embraces the papers of Timothy Follett as well as the U.S.
Custom House Records.

Other ties are more distant, Masons, for example, are
strongly represented while Masonic documents are included in
this collection and in the Stevens Family Papers at the
University of Vermont. Whether any of these connections are
significant or simply reflect the normal inter-relationships found
within a small population should be explored.

Researchers should be aware that Henry Sr.’s collection
was not sold intact. The Stevens Family Papers at the
University of Vermont’s Wilbur Collection contain many
documents clearly related to series within the Stevens
Collection at the State Archives. Jonathan Ashley, Adam
Duncan, Heman Allen, Nehemiah Lovewell, Samuel Hunt,
Crean Brush and other individuals are found in both
collections, as are custom house records. In addition,
correspondence between Henry Stevens, Sr. and members of
the Allen families can be found both at the Vermont Historical
Society and the State Archives. Obviously, a researcher using
any of these Stevens collections should check to see what the
other repositories hold.



THE PROPOSAL

The Vermont State Archives often had cause to ask the
New York State Library to check documents from the Stevens
Collection. These requests led both repositories to seek a
cooperative solution to making the documents more accessible.
Though access was impeded because of incomplete intellectual
control over the Collection, the main obstacle was the
condition of the manuscripts.

Even with limited use, fragments continued to crumble
from the burnt papers. Documents that escaped burning were
damaged by mold. We--Jim Corsaro and Gregory Sanford--
therefore decided that the primary focus of the proposal should
be on preservation and that microfilm provided the most
efficient method of stabilizing the entire Collection.  The
National Endowment for the Humanities Preservation Program
was selected as the most appropriate granting source.

The original idea was to use grant funds to send the
Collection to a commercial archival microfilm service. Time,
costs, and the need to prepare the manuscripts for filming
made this approach less feasible.

Consequently we decided to send the Collection to the
Vermont State Archives for the preparation work and use the
Vermont Public Records Division for microfilming, The grant
was used to hire an archivist to prepare the Collection and
help fund the filming.

The proposal called for each state to receive a copy of
the film. In recognition of the clear Vermont focus of the
Collection we decided that once filmed, the original documents
would be reviewed to determine where they would be most
appropriately housed.

As Homes wrote Hall in 1874, "...the collection was
one of ten times greater value for Vermont to possess than for
New York..." The two repositories agreed that except for a
few series clearly of New York origin and interest, the bulk of
the original documents would remain in Vermont.

The proposal received the active support of Vermont’s
political leadership including Secretary of State James H.
Douglas, Gov. Madeleine Kunin, U.S. Senators Robert Stafford
and Patrick Leahy and former U.S. Representative, now
Senator, James Jeffords.



The NEH accepted the proposal and in July, 1987 the
Collection was transferred to Vermont for preliminary
arrangement. In October 1987 Eleazer D. Durfee was hired by
the Vermont State Archives to begin preparing the Collection
for microfilming.

THE GRANT

In July, 1987 the 101 boxes holding the Stevens
Collection were transfered to Vermont’ This allowed the
Archives staff three months to refine the plan of work before
the project archivist arrived.  This preliminary work was
conducted by Julie Bressor, then Assistant State Archivist.
Julie surveyed the Collection to improve our understanding of
its scope and content and identified most of the series in the
Collection., To ease the project archivist’s entry into the
project, Julie compiled information on each individual and
institution represented by a series.

Comparing the existing inventory to what was actually
in the boxes, we realized that the Collection needed much
more work than was originally proposed in the grant. If
filmed as it arrived, the Collection would be difficult if not
impossible to research. Crammed into folders which were
crammed into boxes, the papers were an archivist’s nightmare,

Though useful in writing the grant, the inventory proved
inadequate as series were unidentified and occasionally
misidentified. = For example United States Custom House
Records were identified in the 1978 inventory as being
contained in a single box. We eventually identified thirty-eight
boxes of custom records.

The papers of Vermont Congressman Phineas White
exemplified several problems. Though White was identified as
a distinct series in the 1978 inventory, his papers were not
unified and were found in boxes 18, 34, 65, and 84. In
addition there were numerous unidentified White papers
thronghout Stevens. Every time White seemed complete, he
emerged in yet another box.

Realizing this, our first decision was to rearrange the

The majority of these boxes were 16" x 12.5" x 3.5", though there were
various oversize boxes as well. Most boxes contained double stacks of folders.
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Stevens Collection, identifying distinct series, and then
arranging the papers accordingly. The original provenance (if
any) was long gone while the current order was established, in
part, by the firemen of 1911, Though still primarily a
preservation project, we felt better arrangement and description
would make the microfilm more useable and ultimately cut
down on the handling of the original records.

While arranging each series we also prepared for filming.
Meeting with the Public Records Division and consulting with
the Northeast Document Conservation Center (NEDCC), we
established a microfilming strategy.  Each document was
interleaved with acid free paper in order to cut down on
handling and to protect the individual documents. Each frame
was numbered and targets were employed as an aid to
technical control and rescarchers. An initial test roll was then
evaluated by the NEDCC, Public Records, and the Archives.

Through our review of the film, we recognized two
problems. The first was the numbering system. Numbering
by frame, as we had originally proposed, was not effective in
identifying documents. For example, burned documents had to
be filmed several times at different resolutions to obtain the
best possible images. This resulted in the same page having
several different frame numbers assigned to it. To reduce
confusion and simplify identification, we decided to assign
each document within a folder with a single number. Therefore
the first document to be filmed, say a four page letter shot at
a number of different resolutions, would have the number 1
assigned to each frame. The second document in the folder
would be assigned the number 2 and so on. Blank pages were
not filmed.

The second problem was with the targets. We found,
because these were fire and water damaged documents, that
targets only noted the obvious. Using "burned," "water/mold
damaged," "faded," "hole in page,” and "best possible image"
as targets did not aid anyone and slowed the process. Instead,
a section in each series description notes the condition of the
series as a whole while each folder in the series is preceded
by a sheet describing the condition of its contents. Standard
informational targets before the start and close of each series
were retained.

With basic processing guidelines established, the next step
was to single out a particular series and begin work. The first
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series processed were the papers of Samuel Hunt, Sr. and Jr.
As with most of the series, some of the material was fire
damaged. We debated separating the burned from the
unburned material but decided the series’ integrity required
keeping the material together in chronological order. As with
most series, correspondence was separated from any legal
papers, accounts, receipts, and miscellaneous items.
Correspondence always appears first in the series descriptions
followed by any remaining material.

In the case of the Hunt papers (a three box series), the
material was described to the item level. Though no rule was
set, the pace of microfilming, size of the serics, and
importance of the individual or institution determined the level
of description. In general, the smaller series were itemized
and the larger were not.

In the case of the Stevens Miscellaneous series (8 boxes),
itemization was crucia. Made up of a wide range of
unrelated, but nonetheless important documents, an item list
was the only way to alert researchers to the value of this
series.

Each series description includes, where appropriate, a note
on related material held in other repositories or found
elsewhere in Stevens. We contacted repositories that seemed
likely to hold corresponding material and searched the National
Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections (NUCMC) as well.
As a final step, the completed series descriptions were sent to
the New York State Library in Albany to be loaded onto the
Research Libraries Information Network (RLIN).

Arranged, described, interleaved, and boxed, the series
were transported to the Public Records Division for filming.
The original plan was to produce a security copy and two use
copies. As the project progressed we saw the need for
additional copies; one for inter-library loan through the New
York State Library; and one for making copies for individuals
or institutions wanting a particular series or reel. Therefore, a
total of five copies exist for each reel of material. The master
copy will be kept at an off site facility for permanent storage
and use copies are kept at the Archives and at the New York
State Library (which also has a copy for interlibrary loan).
Public Records will keep one copy in order to make duplicates.
Once filmed, the individual reels were inspected by the
microfilmer and then spot checked by the Archives staff.
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Material belonging to a particular series was occasionally
found after the series was microfilmed. In a very few cases
where the amount of material was considerable, the material
was interfiled with the existing series and then re-filmed. In
most cases though, we created an artificial series comprised of
items belonging to other series and entitled it the "Stevens
Collection Supplement,"” Researchers may reference this
additional material through notes in the series descriptions.
After the material was filmed, the various items were interfiled
with the original series.

To augment the RLIN entries we decided to publish a
guide. Containing the final drafts of all series descriptions, the
guide is designed to aid the researcher and advertise the
availability of the material contained in the Stevens Collection.

The project is complete. The Stevens Collection is now
contained in 290 boxes' and on ninety-two microfilm reels. In
all, we recognized sixty series consisting of the papers of
forty-seven individuals, court and legislative records, business
papers, special topics, and miscellaneous items. In its entirety
the Collection spans 140 years and provides a fascinating view
of the formation and early development of Vermont.

A project of this magnitude relies on the assistance of
numerous people and institutions. Vermont Secretary of State
James H. Douglas and Deputy Secretary Paul S. Gillies
enthusiastically supported the project from its inception.
Jerome Yavarkovski, Director of the New York State Library,
and Lee Stanton, Principal Librarian for Reference Services of
the New York State Library, encouraged seeking a cooperative
approach to preserving the Collection. Julie P. Bressor’s initial
work on the collection was invaluable. Sue Breer, Kathy
White, and Christie Carter of the Vermont State Archives staff
contributed in many ways. Linda Bluto of the Public Records
Division deserves special praise for her meticulous
microfilming. A. John Yacovoni, Director of Public Records,
and Linda Gomo contributed their expertise and supervised
filming. The late Phil Elwert, J. Kevin Graffagnino, Connell
Gallagher, and Karl "Barney" Bloom provided frequent
research assistance. Tod Parks provided technical assistance on

YBoxes measure 15 1/4* x 10 1/4" x 2 122" The total volume of the
Collection is sixty-six cubic feet.

13



the computer programs.

The number of people who contributed to the success of
the grant is indicative of the spirit of cooperation that marked
this project from its inception.

Aftermath of 1911 fire. On top of the truck are some single sheets standing
against a sheet of blotting paper; below are some manuscript volumes after
covers had been removed, showing burned edges. (photo courtesy of the New
York State Library)

14



DEFINITIONS

Box...each box measures 15 1/4" x 10 1/4" x 2 1/2", oversize
boxes measure 28.5" x 22.5" x 3. Approximately 150-175
items are contained in each box.

Condition...In describing condition of the material, we have
used the following terms: Poor--burned or faded to the point
where there is substantial informational loss. Fair--may be
burned or faded but informational value mostly intact. Good--
unburned and text complete.

Folder...each folder contains approximately twenty items.
Microfilm...positive image, 16mm film, 16:1 reduction.
NUCMC...National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections.

Related information...where applicable, this section refers
researchers to other areas of the Stevens Collection and other
repositories where related material can be found. Generally,
related means material generated by the individual or
institution, or involving close associates of the individual.
Addressés and phone numbers of repositories cited can be
found in Appendix B.

Stevens Supplementary Roll...This is an artificial series

which exists only on microfilm. It was necessitated by the
discovery of items related to series that had already been
filmed.

To order microfilm reels, contact the Vermont State Archives.
When ordering, please include series name and microfilm reel
number”  Also, individual inventories for each series are
available upon request from the Vermont State Archives.
Microfilm reels are also available through interlibrary loan.
Contact Jim Corsaro at the New York State Library.

*Copiesof microfilm arenolongeravailablefrom the VermontStateArchivesandRecord
Administration.
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Vermont State Archives and Records Administration
1078 US RTE 2, Middlesex

Montpelier, VT 05633-7701

(802) 828-2308

New York State Library
Manuscripts and Special Collections
Cultural Education Center

Empire State Plaza

Albany, NY 12230

(518) 474-5963
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HENRY STEVENS, SR. COLLECTION SERIES

Ethan Allen

Heman Allen

Heman Allen (of Milton)
Ira Allen

Levi Allen

Jonathan Arnold
Jonathan Ashley
Samuel Avery
Benjamin Franklin Bailey
Benjamin Bellows

Paul Brigham

Crean Brush

Francis Childs

Thomas Chittenden
Court Records

Adam Duncan

Eliphalet Dyer

James Fisk

Zoroaster Fisk

Timothy Follett
Fragments

French and Indian War
Asa Fuller

John Grout

Silas Hathaway
Jonathan Hatch Hubbard
Samuel Hunt

Samuel Hunt, Jr.
Archibald Hyde

Stephen Jacob

Silas Jenison

Land Records

Heman Lowry

Ma./N.H. Boundary Controversy
Merchant Ledger
Miscellaneous
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HENRY STEVENS, SR. COLLECTION SERIES (continued)

Oatridge, Marindin, and Richards
Oliver Partridge

Revolutionary War
Revolutionary War Payrolls
Philip Schuyler

Walter Sheldon

Lake Champlain Steamboat Ledger
Stevens Supplement

Henry Stevens

Samuel Stevens

Ezra Stiles, Jr.

Isaac Tichenor

U.S. Custom House Records
Vermont Legislative Records
Vermont State Treasurers’ Records
Joseph Watson

Artemas Wheeler

John Wheelock

Daniel Whipple

Phineas White

James Whitelaw

Charles K. Williams

Israel Williams

William Williams

James Witherell
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