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Historically, Vermont's campaign finance reports have been filed according to
what might be called an honor system. Thefiguresused in our database arethose
supplied by the candidatesin their required reports, but the quality of thereporting
hasvaried over theyears.

Campaign finance reporting dates also have changed over time. For data
consistency, we used the 10 day post-primary reportsfor state elections (which
became the 40 day pre-general reportsin 1988) and we used the 10 day post-general
reportsfrom 1972 on (before 1972, there were no general election reporting
requirements). For congressional elections, we used thereportsfiled closest to the
conclusion of the primary or general election. With many campaigns remaining open
after the election, a common ending point was necessary to gain an under standing of
contributions or expendituresrelated to a specific race.

The original campaign financereports, including breakdowns of contributions
and expenses, can be viewed at the State Archives. Some campaign financereports
can also be found online on the Elections Division web site.
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